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control. Great Britain, through the agency of Sir
John Kirk, was striving to preserve and civilize the
rule of the Sultan of Zanzibar, whose subjects,
without his consent, had been signing away his
rights to Karl Peters. But Bismarck sent German
warships to overawe the unfortunate Sultan, and
the ultimate result was a partition of East Africa
into British and German territories. The evidence
of all these transactions is on record. It proves
beyond doubt that Great Britain was not eager for
expansion, that she took her moderate share only
when partition was forced by Germany, and that
she thought much of her duty as a trustee for pre-
venting oppression.
Egypt
In Egypt, Britain and France, and afterwards
Britain alone, took control of an ill-governed coun-
try and reformed it in every aspect. Egypt was never
in any sense a British colony, and it was acknow-
ledged throughout by British statesmen that the
occupation was not intended to be permanent, but
to end when the work was done, a pledge that has
since been carried out. The Sudan, a chaos of
warring tribesmen, was conquered and civilized
by joint Anglo-Egyptian forces as the nineteenth
century gave place to the twentieth. There the
joint government continues. The land has known
peace for forty years, and the people have grown in
numbers and prosperity.
India in the Nineteenth Century
India shows also a record of peace in the later
nineteenth century. The period of extension of